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DEPARTMENT M33 (OPEN VISUAL ARTS PHOTOGRAPHY) 
Online Registration Ends at 11:59 pm Wed. July 1, 2026. 

 

Check-In Options:  Friday July 24, 2026, 1:00 – 5:00 pm (during 4-H judging).  OR 
Saturday July 25, 2026, 1:00 – 5:00 pm (during 4-H judging).  OR 
Sunday, July 26, 2026, 4:00 - 6:00 pm.  OR 
Tuesday, July 28, 2026, 3:00 – 5:00 pm. 
 
Judging – Tuesday, July 28, 2026 – 6:00 pm. 
 

Check-out – Sunday, August 2, 2026, 1:00 pm  
 

ENTRY FEE= $1.00 per entry  NO Exhibitor Pass Required 
PREMIUMS: 1st= $5.00 2nd= $4.00 3rd= $3.00 4th= $2.00 
 

GUIDELINES 
1. All exhibits must conform to Open Show Exhibit Guidelines. 
2. Exhibit Building is not responsible for lost or damaged parts of photographs. 
3. Color or Black & White images may be entered into any class unless specifically stated otherwise. 
4. Image Requirements: 

a. Photo must be taken by exhibitor after June 1, 2024 
b. Photo print size: 5×7 inches 
c. Maximum overall size (including mat): 8×10 inches 
d. Photos must be mounted on a mat board 
e. No frames or glass allowed 
f. Photographer’s name must appear on the back 

5. Editing Rules: 
a. Basic editing (crop, color correction, exposure) is allowed. 
b. AI-generated images are not permitted. 

6. Duplication of photographs is not allowed (i.e., color and B&W of the same photo cannot be entered into different 
classes).  Duplicate photos may be disqualified and/or taken off display. 

7. Advanced/Heavy digital manipulation must be entered in the Digitally Enhanced/Artistic Edit class. 
8. Animals interacting with one or more people in the photograph is considered a portrait rather than an animal 

photograph and should be placed in the respective class (i.e., a child interacting with a hamster). 
9. Photos will be judged on:  

a. Composition 
b. Creativity 
c. Technical quality 

d. Impact 
e. Adherence to category 

 
Department M33   Section 001   OGLE COUNTY & FAIR 
1400  Ogle Co. History- Historical locations, landmarks, or scenes. 
1401  Best of the Fair- A moment that captures the spirit of the Ogle Co. Fair. 
1402  Fair Funnies- Funny or unexpected moment at the Fair. 
1403  Best of Ogle Co.- Landscape, people, or scenes that Best represents OGLE COUNTY. 

 

Department M33   Section 002   People & Life 
1406  Portrait - Individual, A single person as the main event. 
1407  Portrait - Group, Two or more people are the focus. 
1408  Family & Celebration- Family gatherings, celebrations, events. 
1409  Everyday Life / Storytelling- A candid photo capturing a moment or telling a story. 

 

Department M33   Section 003   NATURE & ANIMALS 
1412 Landscape- Scenery, natural view, or wide environmental scenes. 
1413 Domestic Animals- Pets or Livestock. 
1414 Weather/Sky- Storms, clouds, sunsets, atmospheric scenes. 
1415 Wildlife- Wild animals in nature. 
1416 Bird Photography- Bird(s) in nature. 

 

Department M33   Section 004   Places & Objects 
1420 Architecture- Buildings, structures, or urban elements. 
1421 Still Life- Arranged or found non-living subjects. 
1422 Floral & Plants- Floral or plant-based photo. 
1423 Farm & Rural- Barns, farm equipment, agriculture scenes. 
1424 Water- Water is the main focus (rivers, rain, reflections, frozen, mist, liquid, fog, etc.). 
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Department M33   Section 005   Places & Objects 
1428 Sports – Action- Athletes or action moments. 
1429 Sports – non-Action- Sports portraits or moments before/after competition. 
1430 Events & Festivals- Concerts, parades, fairs, gatherings. 
 
Department M33   Section 006   Creative Photography 
1432 Macro / Close-Up- Extreme close-up photography. 
1433 Black & White- A black & white photo on any subject with a wide tonal range. 
1434 Creative Technique- Intentional motion blur, long exposure, unusual lighting, etc. not enhanced with computer 

program. 
1435 Digitally Enhanced / Artistic Edit- Photos with significant editing or compositing. 
 

DEPARTMENT M34 (OPEN FINE ARTS) 
Online Registration Ends at 11:59 pm Wed. July 1, 2026. 

 
Check-In Options:  Friday July 24, 2026, 1:00 – 5:00 pm (during 4-H judging).  OR 
Saturday July 25, 2026, 1:00 – 5:00 pm (during 4-H judging).  OR 
Sunday, July 26, 2026, 4:00 - 6:00 pm.  OR 
Tuesday, July 28, 2026, 3:00 – 5:00 pm. 
 
Judging – Tuesday, July 28, 2026 – 6:00 pm. 
 
Check-out – Sunday, August 2, 2026, 1:00 pm  
 
ENTRY FEE= $1.50 per entry  NO Exhibitor Pass Required 
 

PREMIUMS: 1st= $7.00 2nd= $6.00 3rd= $5.00 
 

GUIDELINES 
1. All exhibits must conform to Open Show Exhibit Guidelines. 
2. All exhibits must be original (no kits). 
3. All exhibits must be framed, excluding sculptures.  Glass is desirable over delicate works, such as transparent watercolor 

and charcoal, but is not required.  A mat is not considered a frame. 
4. All exhibits must be WIRED for hanging, excluding standing sculptures.  Failure to include proper hanging wire will result 

in disqualification.  Wall-based sculptures must abide by this rule. 
 
Department M34   Section 001   Open Painting and Drawing 
1440 Oil- Oil painting 
1441 Acrylic- Acrylic painting 
1442 Watercolor- watercolor painting 
1443 Cartooning- cartoon artwork 
1444 Pen/Ink/Pencil- pen, ink, or pencil artwork 
1445 Mixed Media- exhibit using 3 or more painting mediums 
1446 Mixed Media Painting- Exhibit a piece that can be seen from 3 sides and from at least 3 different materials.  Piece is 

designed to be hung as a painting. 
 
 

DEPARTMENT O36 (OPEN FOODS) 
Online Registration Ends at 11:59 pm Wed. July 1, 2026. 

 
All General Exhibits may be checked in during any of the following times.  Keep in mind they will not be judged until Tuesday 
at 6:00 pm, so it is recommended that perishable exhibits be brought in Tuesday. 
Check-In Options:  Friday July 24, 2026, 1:00 – 5:00 pm (during 4-H judging).  OR 
Saturday July 25, 2026, 1:00 – 5:00 pm (during 4-H judging).  OR 
Sunday, July 26, 2026, 4:00 - 6:00 pm.  OR 
Tuesday, July 28, 2026, 3:00 – 5:00 pm. 
 
Judging – Tuesday, July 28, 2026 – 6:00 pm. 
 
Check-out – Sunday, August 2, 2026, 1:00 pm  
 


