
  
 

 

DEPARTMENT H01 (JUNIOR BEEF) 
Entries Close 11:59 pm Wed. July 1, 2026 

 

Check-in – Wednesday, July 29, 2026, 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
Weigh-in – Wednesday, July 29, 2026, 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Judging – Saturday, August 1, 2026, 9:00 am 
Check-out – Sunday, August 2, 2026:   

1:00 pm for families with last names beginning with A – J. 
3:00 pm for families with last names beginning with K – Z. 

 

ENTRY FEE= $6.00 STALL FEE= $5.00 Exhibitor Pass Available 
 

PREMIUMS (EXCEPT CHAMPIONS): 
1st= $32.00 2nd= $27.00 3rd= $22.00 4th= $17.00 5th= $14.00 6th= $12.00 

 

CHAMPION CLASSES: Entry Fee:  0 
Premiums:  1st= $20.00 2nd= $15.00 

 

GRAND CHAMPION CLASSES:  Entry Fee: 0 
Premiums:  1st= $55.00 2nd= $30.00 

 

SHOWMANSHIP CLASSES: $17.00 award provided by the Ogle County Fair. 
 

Any other Special awards shall be funded by the Department committee or sponsorships. 
 SPECIAL AWARD: $100 if Shorthorn Unlimited Steer wins Grand Champion overall. 
 Classes 187 & 188 will not be paid unless funded by associations.(Entry Fee by Producer) 

 
BEEF COMMITTEE 
Jake Hubbard, Chana, Superintendent, 815-762-6941 
Rachel Safranek, Byron, Assistant Superintendent, 815-262-1856 
Ashley Bybee, Mt. Morris  Jason Gehrke, Byron 
Bill Hanlin, Leaf River  Jeanie Yordy, Leaf River 
Renee Gehrke, Byron 
 

GUIDELINES 
1. All General Rules and Animal Department Rules apply. 
2. Consult the 2026 Exhibition Livestock Health Requirements for information about health papers. 
3. Review the 2026 Exhibition Livestock Health Requirements for information regarding the use of illegal and banned 

substances including sedatives in the show ring and on fairgrounds.  If violations are observed, the animal(s) will be 
excused from exhibition, and all awards will be forfeited. 

4. All cattle over the age of 6 months exhibited at the county or state level must have an updated certificate of veterinary 
inspection (CVI) showing the animal meets all health requirements for the state of Illinois.   

5. Individual identification of each animal shall be by a USDA official animal identification number ear tag, (“840” tag). The 
tag must be able to be read both visually and electronically. 

6. Individual identification of each animal shall be either a fully healed & legible tattoo, approved official ear tag, 
registration number (can only be used if the tattoo is recorded on the registration certificate or for breeds where 
pictures are acceptable), or individual brands, if brand is recorded on the registration certificate. 

7. All animals must be controlled.  Consequences decided by the beef committee.  Any animal neglected during the fair will 
result in consequences decided by the beef committee, with support of the fair board, vet, and extension office. 

8. Each exhibitor may show 3 Market and/or 5 Breeding Beef (any breed or crossbred) but may only enter two (2) entries 
in any one class. 

9. All breeding animals must be registered in the exhibitor’s name by June 1st to show in purebred class, otherwise they 
will be shown in grade class.  Exhibitors will be required to produce registration certificates at the time of check-in. 

10. Bull calves will be permitted on grounds only if nursing a cow entered in cow/calf class. 
11. Market beef animals will be weighed and mouthed starting between 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm on July 29, 2026, and placed in 

their weight classes by the beef committee. Registration Certificates and health papers must accompany the exhibitor to 
chute.  Registration papers are required for all Purebred Breeding Beef. 

12. The mouthing of market beef at the Fair must meet the same requirements as at the Illinois State Fair.  "Each animal 
entered must have been born on or after January 1, 2025.  Market Beef will be mouthed and must have all of their milk 
teeth in place and no permanent teeth showing." 

13. All Market Heifers must weigh at least 900 lbs. and all Steers must weigh at least 1000 lbs. to be shown. 
14. No fans without shields and covers! 
15. It is recommended that exhibitors buying purebred steers request from the seller a signed paper, stating that the calf 

was sired by a purebred and calved from a purebred dam. 
16. All animals stalled outside of the assigned barn are the responsibility of the exhibitor and not the chaperons or 



  
 

 

Superintendent. 
17. Classes may be divided or combined depending on the number of entries. 
18. All animals will be stalled in the barn from 8:30 am to 6:00 pm daily, unless at the wash rack. 
19. No artificial filling before weighing in. 
20. No pets in the barn. 
21. Chutes will be allowed on show day only, in beef barn and west end of barn. 
22. All Beef Exhibitors must follow the Quality Assurance and Ethics Rules (No paint or alteration of the animals). 
23. No feed bunks allowed at cattle barn. No feed bunks are allowed between the barns. 
24. To show in special classes, you must enter the Junior Show and pay a stall fee. 
25. Each exhibitor must remove all animals, thoroughly clean his/her stalls, and place litter in a designated area by 6:30 pm 

on Sunday, August 2, 2026, regardless of release time.  Failure to do so will forfeit premiums. 
26. Only one fan per 2 animals will be allowed unless exhibitors elect to operate additional fans from a generator. 
 

Show Order: Will be posted the day before the show.  Market beef will show first, followed by Breeding Beef, then 
Showmanship.  Show order can be changed by the Beef Committee. 
 

All Entries Must Include Breed and Birth dates. 
Enter Market Beef in Light Weight Classes; the committee will put in appropriate weight class. 
 

Beef Age Definitions: 
Calf 9/1/25 – 6/1/26 after 1/1/26 any sex when nursing 
Late Summer 7/1/25 - 8/31/25 
Early Summer 5/1/25 - 6/30/25 
Spring Yearling 3/1/25 - 4/30/25 

Junior Yearling 1/1/25 - 2/28/25 
Senior Yearling 9/1/24 - 12/31/24 
Cow/Calf- Calf born after 1/1/26

BEEF CLASSES 
Department H01   Section 001   MARKET BEEF   Born on or after January 1, 2025 
Angus 
100 Light Weight 
101 Medium Weight 
102 Heavy Weight 
Hereford 
103 Light Weight 
104 Medium Weight 
105 Heavy Weight 

Shorthorn 
106 Light Weight 
107 Medium Weight 
108 Heavy Weight 
All Other Breeds 
109 Light Weight 
110 Medium Weight 
111 Heavy Weight 

Crossbred 
112 Light Weight 
113 Medium Weight 
114 Heavy Weight 
115 Heavy-Heavy Weight 
Market Heifer 
117 Light Weight 
118 Heavy Weight 

Dairy Steer 
119 Light Weight 
120 Heavy Weight

Department H01   Section 002   PUREBRED BREEDING BEEF 
Angus 
122 Calf 
123 Late Summer  
124 Early Summer 
125 Spring Yearling 
126 Junior Yearling 
127 Senior Yearling 
128 Cow/Calf 

Hereford  
130 Calf 
131 Late Summer  
132 Early Summer 
133 Spring Yearling 
134 Junior Yearling 
135 Senior Yearling 
136 Cow/Calf 

Shorthorn  
138 Calf 
139 Late Summer  
140 Early Summer 
141 Spring Yearling 
142 Junior Yearling 
143 Senior Yearling 
144 Cow/Calf 

All Other Breeds 
146 Calf 
147 Late Summer  
148 Early Summer 
149 Spring Yearling 
150 Junior Yearling 
151 Senior Yearling 
152 Cow/Calf 

Crossbred 
155 Calf 
156 Late Summer  
157 Early Summer 
158 Spring Yearling 
159 Junior Yearling 
160 Senior Yearling 
161 Cow/Calf

 

153 Pair of Breeding Heifers- owned by a family, any breed 

154 Pair of Breeding Steers- Owned by a family, any breed

Department H01   Section 004   CHAMPION CLASSES 
162 Champion & Reserve Angus Market  
163 Champion & Reserve Hereford Market  
164 Champion & Reserve Shorthorn Market  
165 Champion & Reserve Other Breed Market  

166 Champion & Reserve Crossbred Market  
167 Champion & Reserve Market Heifer  
168 Champion & Reserve Market Dairy  
169 Champion & Reserve Angus Breeding  

170 Champion & Reserve Hereford Breeding  
171 Champion & Reserve Shorthorn Breeding  
172 Champion & Reserve All Other Breeds 
173 Champion & Reserve Crossbred Breeding

Department H01   Section 005 GRAND CHAMPION CLASSES 
179  Grand Champion & Reserve Market Beef  
180  Grand Champion & Reserve Purebred Breeding Beef  
181  Junior Showmanship – Youth ages 8-11 as of Sept. 1, 2025  
182  Intermediate Showmanship – Youth ages 12-14 as of Sept. 1, 2025  
183  Senior Showmanship – Youth ages 15 – 20 as of Sept. 1, 2025 

 

Department H01   Section 006   NORTHERN ILLINOIS ANGUS ASSOCIATION CLASSES 
Purchased from a Northern Illinois Angus Association Member & nominated by the member on the day of the show.  Northern Illinois 
Angus Association Members pay the nomination fee. 

187 Angus Steer     188 Angus Heifer 
 

Department H01   Section 007   SHORTHORN UNLIMITED CLASS 
All steers shown in this class must have Land of Lincoln papers or registration papers and be from Shorthorn Unlimited Breeders. 

189 Shorthorn Unlimited Steer Class 


